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to ey ther of thefe God defend me from tbefe two. 

NerMow fay you by the French L ord ,Momfier le Home ? 

Por.God made him,and therefore let him pafle for a man, in 
truth I know it is a finne to be a mocker, but he, why he hath a 
horfe better then the Neapolitans, a better bad habite offrow- 
ning then the Count Palatine, hee is cucry man in no man, ifa 
Traffellfing,hecfals ftraighta capring, hee will fence with his 
ownefhadow, If I fhould marry him, I ftiould marry twenty 
husbands : if he would defpife me, I would forgiue him, for if 
he loue me to madnefle,! fhall neuer requite him. 

ATer. What fay you then to Faucenbridge$\t young Baron of 
England ? 

Por.Youknow I fay nothingtohim, forhe vnderftanas not 
me, nor I him : he hath neither Latine,French,nor Italian, & you 
will come into the Court and fweare that I hauc a poore penni- 
worth in the Englifh .• he is aproper mans pi<51ure, but alas who 
can conuerfc with a dumbe (now ? how odly he is futed,I think 
he bought his doublet in Italy, his round hofein France, his 
bonnet in Germany , and his behauiour euery where. 

Nerijfa . What thinke you of the Scottish Lord his Neigh- 
bour ? 

Tor .That he hath a neighbourly charity in him, forhe bori 
rowedaboxe of the care of the Englifhman,and fworehe wold 
pay him againc when he was able : I thinke the Frenchman be- 
came his furcty, and feald vnder for another. 

A/er.HoW like you the young Germaine, the Duke of Saxo- 
nies nephew ? 

Por. Very vildel y in the morning whenheisfober, and moft 
vilely in the afternoone when he is drunke : when he is beft, hee 
is a little worfe then a man,and when he is w'orft he is little bet- 
ter then a bcaft; and the worftfall that euer fell, 1 hope I (ball 
make (hift to go without him. 

Tter.If he fhould offer to choofe, and choofe the right Caf- 
ket,you fhould refufe to performe your fathers wil,if you fhold 
refufe to accept him. 

Por. Thcrfore for feare ofthe \vorft>I prethce fet a deep.glaffe 

of 


the *5V/ etchant of Venice. 

of Reynifh Wine on the contrary Casket, for if the diuellhec 
within, and that temptation without, I know he will choofe it. 
/will do any thing Nerijfa,e re lie be married to a fpungc. 

Wer.You need not feare Lady,the hauing any of theie Lords, 
they hauc acquainted me with their determinations, which is 
indeed to returneto their home, and to trouble you with no 
morefutCjVnleflcyou maybe won by fomeorherfort then your 
fathers imp ofition, depending on the Caskets. 

Per. If /liue to be as oldeas Sicilia ,1 will die as chafte zs Di- 
ana, vnlcffe / bee obtained by the manner of my fathers will: / 
am glad this parccll of wooers arc fo reafonable,for there is not 
one among them but / dote on his very abfence ; & I pray God 
grant themafaire departure; 

° Ner . Do you not remember Lady in your fathers time, a Ve - 
netian Scholler and aSouldior that came hither in company of 
the Marquette of Mottntferrat ? 

Portia. Yes, yes, it was Bajjanio, as / thinke he was fo call’d. 

Ner. TrueMaddam, he of all the men that euer rnyfoolilh 
eyeslopktvpon,was the beftdeferuing a fairc Lady. 

Per. I remember him well, and / remember him worthy of 
thy praife; 

How now, what newes ? 

Enter a feruingman * 

iS’er.The fourc ftrangers feeke for you Madame, to take theiir 
leaue ; and there is a fore-runner come from a fift, the Prince of 
MorecoyYtho brings word the Prince his Matter will be heete to 
night. 

Por.K /could bid the fift welcome, with fo good a heart as / 
can bid the other foure farwell, /fhould be glad of his approch: 
if he haue the.condition of a Saint, and the comple&ion of a di~ . 
ucll,/had rather he fhould fiiriue me then wiue me.Come Ner- . 
r/Jfa,Ctrr& go before : whiles we {hut the gates vpon one wooer, 
another knocks at the doore. Exeunt. _ 

Enter 'Bajfanioyvith Sbylecke the lew. 

J&y .Three thoufand ducats, well. 

Bajf, / fir, for three months. . 

B v Shy , . 



DON, 1600 [1619] THE BRITISH LIBRARY (C-34.k.23) OctaVO 


